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Education

Ph.D in Kuchipudi Nrityam 
Indian Board of Alternative Medicine, Kolkata
Masters in Business Administration 
(Vinayaka Missions University (VMRF), Tamilnadu)

B.A in Kuchipudi Nrityam
Sri Potti Sree Ramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad

B.A in Bharata Natyam
Sri Potti SreeRamulu Telugu University, Hyderabad

Bachelors in Business Management 
J.R.N.Rajasthan Vidyapeeth University, Udaipur


Bachelors in Business Administration
Kalinga University, Raipur, 

Chattisgarh
Diploma in Media Acting


Department of Culture, Govt. of A.P,

Hyderabad
Certificate in Carnatic Vocal

Sri Potti SreeRamulu Telugu 

University, Hyderabad

Selected Awards and Honours

Honorary Degree “Diploma of Recognition”


Universidad Nacional de Ingenieria, Lima
Honorary Degree


Universidad Nacional Agraria, La Molena, Peru, Presented the Emblem as a “key to the university” with an “Honorary Diploma”

Honorary Degree



Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima, Peru
Felicitation


Fundacion Universitaria San Martin Y

 Bienestar Universitario, Baranquilla, Colombia

Felicitation
Presented the Emblem as a “key to the university”

 of the University by the Vice Chancellor

El Bosque Universidad, Colombia
“International Plaque of Honour”

International Theatre Festival 2009, Theatre Movement 

a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
“Dhanya Jeevana Pratibha Puraskar”


“Blessed life” talent award.
Power Star Pawan Kalyan Association 

Nizamabad, India.

 “Vishishta Vyakthi Puraskar”


“Distinguished personality award”

Indur Shatabdi Utsav 2007 

(Celebrations of Nizamabad’s Hundread Years) ,

 Government of Andhra Pradesh, 

Nizamabad.
“Natyacharya”


“Professor of Dance”

International Youth Play & Dance Festival 2007 Theatre Movement
a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
“International Plaque of Honour”


International Theatre Festival 2007, Theatre Movement

a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
“International Plaque of Honour”


International Theatre Festival 2007, UYSS

a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
“National Cultural Excellency”


International Theatre Olympiad 2006, UYSS

a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
“Nrutya-Bhushan”

“Gem of Dance”

 International Theatre Festival 2004, UYSS 

a corporate body of UNESCO 

Cuttack, India
"International Plaque of Honour " 

International Theatre Festival 2003, UYSS 

a corporate body of UNESCO, Cuttack, India
"International Plaque of Honour " 


International Theatre Festival 2003, Theatre Movement 

a corporate body of UNESCO, Cuttack, India
.

"Nrutyashree" 


“Divine Dancer” 

International Theatre Festival 2003, UYSS 

a corporate body of UNESCO, Cuttack, India
“International Plaque of Honour”


International Theatre Festival 2001, UYSS 

a corporate body of UNESCO, Cuttack, India
 “Rang Bhusan” 





“Colourful Dancer” 

Rang Mahotsav 2004

Uttar Pradesh, India

"Natya Mayuri" 


“Dancing Peacock” 

Akhila Bharatha Navarasa Competitions 2000, 

Organised by Kala Nilayam, Chilkalooripeta, India

"Gold Medal in Performing Arts"

 Department of Culture, 2003, 

Govt. of Andhra Pradesh, India
 “Ugadi Puraskar”
“New Year Honour” 

Department of Culture & Nehru Yuva Kendra, 2005, 

Govt. of Andhra Pradesh, Nizamabad, India

“Pushpagiri Award”

“Adorned with Flowers Award”


Sri. Pushpagiri Peetadhipathi, 2002, 

Sri Sri Sri Jagadguru Shankara Charya
Sri Vidya Narsimha Bharathi Swamyji
"Nritya Shekara " 





“King of Dance” 

Lalitha Devi Ashramam, 2003, Nizamabad, India
"Chairman’s Award " 




Utkal Yuva Sanskrutik Sangh, 2003, Cuttack, India 

"Uttama Award" 





“Highest Award”

Republic Day, 2002 & 2004, Govt. Andhra Pradesh

Nizamabad, India

World Tours

Rhythm of Life 2008, Bhakti – Essence of Life 2009


Rhythm of Life was inspired by a desire to promote Indian art and culture throughout the world. With the best wishes and greetings of Her Majesty The Queen of England, His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, The Consul General of India and other officials, I commenced a world cultural tour Rhythm of Life in January 2008. The tour journeyed across the five continents. In collaboration with various High Commissions of India, Sahaja Yoga and other organisations, it took Kuchipudi to new audiences, many of whom had never seen any Indian dance form before. 


Rhythm of Life’s first destination was Brazil, where I travelled nine states and gave over 20 performances. The Brazilian response to the shows were vast and enthusiastic – within a short time newspapers gave rave reviews and TV channels featured popular items on Kuchipudi and Indian culture. Sell out performances took place at the most prestigious auditoriums and due to popular demand I led introductory workshops in each state. During later performances I was accompanied by my international students. On the occasion of International Dance Day, we celebrated with 500 orphan children, following which I held a performance for which the Indian Ambassador was the Guest of Honour. 


From Brazil, I traveled on to Argentina where amongst workshops and performances I met by the Indian Ambassador who was most happy to see the grand scale promotion of Indian culture. Chile was the final destination in the tour of the American continent.


The fourth country on the Rhythm of Life schedule was New Zealand, where I collaborated with Sahaja Yoga. From New Zealand I traveled to Australia where I worked with Sydney Dance Central and gave intensive coaching.


From the Australasian continent, the tour continued to Asia, specifically Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand where, performances were held with Indian High Commissions and Sahaja Yoga. Performances were held at Thailand’s premier theatre Partravadi in Bangkok and at Silapakon University.


From Thailand, I traveled to India and then on to the African continent where I held shows and performances in various metropolitan cities in South Africa before returning to England.

The overwhelming response of the audiences and the continual cultural exchange was most inspiring. It was a blessing and a joy to meet people from all walks of life, with entirely different life experiences and perspectives who are nevertheless connected to one and other through their passion for dance. Due to the keen interest in Kuchipudi and popular demand of the audiences and students, I created Bhakti – Essence of Life, a further tour of the South American continent. Brazil, Colombia, Peru, Ecador, Argentina and Chile are the destinations at which performances and lecture demonstrations are scheduled to take place on a large scale.
Selected Performances 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Nehru Centre, Indian High Commission Cultural Wing, London, England
Millennium Point, Birmingham, England

La Plata Municipal Teatro, La Plata, Argentina

Teatro Municipal Coliseo Podesta, La Plata, Argentina

Centro Cultural Borges, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Community Centre, Papukura, Auckland, New Zealand

Richmond Theatre, Sydney, Australia

SY centre, Kuala Lumpar, Malaysia

Mariama Temple, Durban, South Africa

Stadium, PMB, South Africa 

Hindu Samaj Diwali Festival, Durban, South Africa

Patravadi Theatre, Bangkok, Thailand

Centro Cultural Adamastor, Guarulhos, Brazil

Espaço Cultural Homens do Brasil, São Paulo, Brazil

Teatro Noel Rosa – UERJ, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Teatro popular Caminho Niemayer, Niterói, Brazil

Espaço Cultural Banco do Brasil, Porto Alegre, Brazil

Usina do Gasômetro, Porto Alegre, Brazil

Teatro Glauber Rocha, Vitória da Conquista, Brazil

Centro de Cultural Camilo de Jesus, Vitória da Conquista, Brazil

Teatro do SESI, Taguatinga, Brazil

Funarte, Brasília, Brazil

Teatro do SESI, Vitória, Brazil

Casa de Cultura, Araguari, Brazil

Centro de Convivência, Campinas, Brazil

Centro Cultural Adamastor, Guarulhos, Brazil

Teatro Municipal Sylvia A Matheus, Vinhedo, Brazil

Auditório da FAFIL – Fundação Santo André, Santo André, Brazil

Escola Brigadeiro Faria Lima, São Paulo, Brazil

Teatro Renascença, Porto Alegre, Brazil

Museu Nacional, Brasília, Brazil

Teatro do SESI, Taguatinga, Brazil

Teatro Francisco Nunes, Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Teatro do SESI, Vitória, Brazil

Teatro Jorge Amado, Salvador, Brazil

Teatro Municipal de Niterói, Niterói, Brazil

Teatro do SESI, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Teatro Arthur Azevedo, Campo Grande, Brazil

Teatro Municipal, Trujillo, Peru

Teatro Biblioteca Central Jorge Basadre, Peru

Auditorio Derrama Magisterial, Jesus Maria, Lima, Peru

Teatro Nacional, Quito, Ecuador

The above are selected performances world wide. In addition, I have given hundreds of performances within India across the states of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, West Bengal, Tamilnadu, Karnataka, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Madhya Pradesh.
Lecture-demonstrations

Multi-faith Centre, University of Derby, England

University of York, England

Silpakon University in Bangkok, Thailand 

Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Universidade de Brasília, Brazil
Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil
El Bosque Universidad in Bogota, Colombia

SENA Universidad in Bogota, Colombia

Nacional Universidad in Bogota, Colombia

San Martin Universidad in Barranquilla, Colombia

Javeriana Universidad in Bogota, Colombia 

Selisiana Universidad, Quito, Ecuador

San Fransisco Universidad, Quito, Ecuador

Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima, Peru

Universidad Nacional Agraria, La Molina, Peru

Universidad Nacional de Ingenieria, Lima, Peru

Universidad San Martin de Porres, La Molina, Peru

Selected Workshops

ITV Junior Television Workshop, Birmingham, England

City Technology College, Birmingham, England

Holgate School, Nottingham, England

Patravadi Theatre, Bangkok, Brazil

Espaço Caldeirão, São Paulo, Brazil 

Espaço Bela dança, São Paulo, Brazil 

Cia de Artes e Mantra Cultura e Arte, Porto Alegre, Brazil 

Espaço Marzen, Vila Velha, Brazil 

Teatro Jorge Amado, Salvador, Brazil 

Escola Parque, Brasília, Brazil 

Shiva Studio, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Casa de la Cultura, Ecuador

Casa de la Danza, Ecuador

References by teachers

“Padmasri” “Bharata kala prapoorna” 

Dr. Vedantam Satyanarayana Sarma 
As a leading exponent of Indian Classical Dance, I am pleased to write about my student Sandeep Bodhanker. I have known him since he started learning Kuchipudi and in his short career, he has progressed to great heights. He studied with determination, dedication and sincere loyalty under the ancient “Guru – Shishya Parampara” (traditional teacher – student discipline). Through his hard work and devotion he has achieved Diplomas in Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam and a Certificate in Karnatic Vocal from Potti SreeRamulu Telugu University, Hyderabad. He has also received blessings from the legends who attended his dance performances at Sri Siddhendra Yogi Festivals in Kuchipudi village. In addition he has received endless felicitations and honours for his performances in India and abroad; the most poignant being the titles of “Natyamayuri,” “Nrityashekara,” “Nrithyasri,” “Nrityabhushan” and “Natyacharya.” However, he does not simply excel in performing, he is also an excellent teacher; this is apparent through the talent of his students. Having taught students of varying standards and ages from across the world, his capacity to adapt teaching styles according to his environment is a credit to him.


According to Indian belief, to take birth as an artist requires the cumulative good- deeds of ten million life times. Those who are blessed to take birth as such an artist are extremely rare; of those rare few Sandeep Bodhanker is one. He learnt Kuchipudi dance from the ultimate exponents and is now shining above them. He has received wide acclaim not only in Classical Dance, but also in Folk Dance. Through his dance performances he is bringing fame not only to his hometown and Kuchipudi but also India.


I bless this eternal dancer whole-heartedly from the depths of my soul. May he, by the grace of Sri Siddhendra Yogi (Father of Kuchipudi Dance), receive recognition not only in India but also abroad. Furthermore, may he be honoured with the “Padma” awards by the Government of India. I wish his future in England to be a grand success and that he propagates Kuchipudi as a prominent dance form in the UK. 

Guru and Well-Wisher

Vedantam Satyanarayana Sharma

“Padmasri” “Bharata Kala Prapoorna” 

Dr. Nataraja Ramakrishna 

Sri Sandeep Bodhanker, S/o. Kishore Chandra Bodhanker, native of Nizamabad District, Andhra Pradesh, has studied the classical dance art of Andhra Pradesh under me for the last 15 years. He is a very sincere, serious and devoted artist. After his training, I asked him to visit (108) Hundred and Eight temples to visit and perform dance offering to gods to receive their divine blessings. He has done it very devotedly and got the blessings of the divine, Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi and myself. I bless him to come up as a great artist in his life time.

Guru, “Padmasri,” “Bharata Kala Prapoorna” Dr. Nataraja Ramakrishna
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